Approved For Release 2000/09/08 : CIA- ^^^b'oO^IrOOOSOOOI 0005-3 

/ fi&euA.ty J$7L . 









/■/ 




' U> J.L W- 


u/J 


» /H) / /• 


LI 



I 

C.- 


// 


r/r 




.By DON BOUNING ' 

lir.rsid i-ftiin America fUliior : 

ft Thft Micmi Herald FulUiiliins .. * , l0 . 

■ san JOSE, CmU Rica " Harrison is new 
. The Coiifa Rican government msUmI W _ ‘ Al l 

has askeU the .Nixon Admin- • deputy cow ain^. 

' istration lo recall the reputed. liance ,or Vio*.t~ <* - 
a A chief in Cojta Rica amid; in Wascins^* 1 - 
'rumors ‘of an attempt to ov- - . wl . 0 f the 

crtlirow President Jose I-i^ u %Vrfa‘cad in the 

{lucres. i i "- 0, y • ' . 1 AU or it 

One San Jose newspaper- costa me-.n . 

said the recall of U.S. Am-’, may never oe ;{ b , c 

-bassadov Waller C. PlQCSSr: is, pos&ibie. * 

also has been demanded, but sources- both here and m tne 
the foreign ministry and United States, to niece to- 
•President Figucres vigorously „ c y,. lCr SO me of the events, 
have denied it. * f . _ ■■ The episode is believed to 
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.. Apparently to avoid em- 
barrassment to the Unued. 

* States, Costa Rica also ofh- 
daily .denies that it has •ob- 
.tained the recall Qi Un 
(Ted) Williamson. But w u> 
’known, that Le is expected to ; 
•leave the country by l*cb. 

.for another assignment, vw 
■damson, first secretary of the 
U.S. embassy, ps widely -re-? 
igarUed in San Jose as a CIA 

representative. 


./THE situation so deterio- 
rated last month that C. 

. > Mien Stewart, a -longtime 
, fricncl. ^.f - Figuercs who is 
'.how a State .Department 
trouble-shooter for Latin 
America, was quietly rushed 
to San Jose in an effort to 
straighten out the mess. • 

* The. State Department re- 
portedly was astonished at 
the suggestion that the Unit- 
ed States might be involved 
* in any ’plot against the demo- 
cratically elected government' 
of Costa Rica, long consid- 
ered one of the hemisphere's 
most democratic, arid pro-' 
American nations. 

The entire problem was 
further aggravated by the de- 
parture on January 9 of Lar- 
ry Harrison, popular young 
director of the li.S. aid pro- 
gram in Costa Rica, lie left 
on a scheduled trip to Wash- 
ington and did not return. 

HARRISON'S departure 
officially was described as a 
' “routine" transfer but it is 
widely , accepted in Costa 
Rica that he was, in effect, 
tired bylhcambasaador, per- 
haps' after becoming too in- 
dignant over the course of 
events within the embassy. . 


have had its genesis with the 
election, and subsequent in- 
auguration in May iO/u; \ Ot 
Figucres —— a chartci mem- 
ber of Latin America’s so- 
called "democratic left,' to a 
four-year term as president. 

Almost immediately^ Fi- 
g u c r c s began Qunumg 
bridges" to the .Communist 
bloc, with Costa Rica becom- 
ing the first Central Amcn- 
■icaii nation to establish diplo- 
matic and commercial tics 
with the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe. 

The move created constcr 


• State Department's Costa' 

Desk in Wanton • ■ L enm u:n" 

■ thnt. Williamson be removed. - 

No action was . taken, al- 
: though Ploescr is said to 
. have complained to Figucres 

about suing over his head 

and lodging complaints yrith £ re .'. V ikod that the 
an "office boy" or erranef '.mment womd 

boy" in Washington. ; 

Figucres, in turn, is said to 
have replied that it wasn t 
his concern 'if the State De- 
partment ran its Costa Rican 
Desk through an office boy; 

’that his interest was in hav- 
ing Wiihmnson recalled to 
avert a major scandal. 


'if the. boxes did contain 
weapons, -.heir ultimate im- 
pose can may be guessed. 

But in dus atmosphere m 
tail , Williamson al- 


.guercs- government womu 
not last n. uch. longer, ine »c- 
imark go. back to. wosu 
i Rjean off ci ils. 


; THEN, on Dec. 17, a fish- 

erman reported sighting a 
mysterious ship which hue. 
unloaded "long, wooden 
'boxes" on a remote beach 
near Punta Salsipuedes on 
the Osa Peninsula, in the 
•■southern part of the countiy 
'on the Pacific side. 

The ship was identified as 
the Waltham, and the ’Costa 
Rican government later ic- 
ceived information that the 


J11U lliuvt Oiw.nv- CeiVLU iiuunmi.v— ■ 

nation within some of the vcssc i was registered to tne 


military -run governments of 
Central America. 

And it ’ also apparently 
aroused concern within the 
American Embassy — said to 
bo deeply diviclcci between 
liberals and conservatives. 

BY LAST fail, reports 
were reaching Costa Rican 
officials of Williamson's 
close tics with members of 
the political opposition and 
of indiscreet remarks made 
bv his Cuban wile regarding 
the country’s alleged march 
Low a rtl cm nrn u nis m . 

Wil liamson. wl.o bad 
served in Cuba just before 
the Castro takeover, also whs 
. blamed for the seizure and 
'jburning-of some Marxist lit- 
erature corning in through, 
the airport. The blame arose 
through his involvement m a 
technical assistance program 
on security 


'commercial section ■ of the * cn “j 
Stale Department." That ap- 
parently was inaccurate. 

In fact, neither Jane’s 
FMiting Ships nor Lloyd’s 
Registry lists any Waltham. 

The closest to it is the Walt-;, 
ham Victory, a 455-foot ves- 
sel owned by the U.S. Com- 
merce Department and rcgis- 
• Lered at the port of San Fran- 
■ cisco. There is. nothing to 
suggest that it was the same 
ship sighted off Costa Rica. 


EARLY i a the w eek of J an . ■ 

4 the Ci ut a Rican ambassa- 
dor in Washington requestea 
and was granted an urgent 
meeting with Charles Meyer, 

: assistant secretary or. suu. 

. for inter American atiairs. 
i Meyer reportealy was a.,-, 
.tonishet at • the suggesaon . 
/.the Uni..evl States, migiu b*. 
v in velvet in an alleged p-oiM 
■;ovcnhrtAV Figucres; he as- 
sured the a mb as sac oi c. 
■Washington’s continued. 

;«oodv/i I toward Costa j-uc.i, 
and premised .immediate ac- 
tion. . % ..... 

On ‘. imrsclay, Jan. 7, SLew- 
ari’a! rived in Costa Rica and 
lit rough the week- 


ly WAS first. reported that 
llui "long., wooden boxe.-, 
i-ocitained weapons, nUhouqh 
bv the Lime a Costa , Rican 
Civil Guard* patrol got to the 
vuiu’Cd region all that was 
found was a few Coke bot- 
tles and some cellophane 
wrappers. 

A story was later put* out 
that it: apparently was whis- 
1 ^ 1 ...,,, ' Uy contraband that had l)cen 

Iu late October or early 'put. ashore, although it .is be-, 
November, the Costa Rican lieved the Costa govern-. 


government made an infor- 
' mal suggestion through the. 


ment still does not know for . 
.sure, The con tr aband s t oi y •• 


bus visit mciudec. a long 
conversation with Figucres, 
curing which the alleged 
Costa Rican move toward the 
Communist camp presumably 
was discussed. 

■ On Sunday, Jan. LO, while 
Stewart was still in town, a 
brief article appeared on 
Rage 19 of La Nacion, a 
morning tabloid and San* 
Jose’s largest circulation 
daily. 

It speculated that the 
Costa Rican government was 
consiooring declaring W d- 
< iiamsert persona non grata. ’ 

’i he next day, Jan. 11, on 
Page ul of La Nacion, an 'ar- 
ticle appeared under a two- 
chlunm headline in which 
Costa Rican Foreign Minister 
Gonzalo Facio denied the re- 
: port. 

“TRF. government of 

Cost;, Rica," Facio said, "has 
not considered declaring 
(persona) non grata Mr. Wil- 
liamson, director of special 
aiTai s at the American Em- 
bassy, nor any other member 
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malic mission." 

Fiicio's statement added, 
however, that lie understood 
that “within a short time Mr. 
Williamson, who; has served 
iii Costa Rica for more than 
four years, will be transfer- 
red to another destination,” 
This was in accord with nor- 
mal - diplomatic practices. 
Fa do said. 

j It is understood that Wil- 
; fiamson. will now leave the 
; country by Feb. 22. 

.. The rumors continued, 
r however, occasionally surfac- 
ing in the press. 


press Jan. 24, noted that U ar- 
ris o^.’s transfer was a “nor- 
mal and usual thin--; within 
the U.S. State Department” 
and that Ploeser would take 
direct charge of the aid pro- 
gram.) - 

Wiiiiamson and Harrison, 
says jnoeser, “are botn good 
men.” 


STEWART’S visit to Costa 
Rica, Ploeser says, was pure- 
ly coincidental — that he 
had bee n in Guatemala, 
called up and said he was in 
the area and would “like to 
. come down tor a couple of 
ON JAM. 14, a statement clays and see r.y oid friend; 
signed by three government, p £ pc (Figucres).” i 


; party congressmen appeared, 
in Diario de Costa Rica, an 
/afternoon tabloid and sister 
paper to La Hora. 

■ Among other things, the 
statement said it was known now.” 


Pioescs: also scoffs- at ru-: 
mors of low morale within; 
the embassy. “You’d have a: 
hard lime finding morale any 
better than it is here right 


“positively” that Williamson 
had “mixed directly” 'in. criti- 
cisms of the Figuercs Admin- 
istration and .that he had 
.made “intolerable ‘remarks” 
against the government. 

The statement also ac- 
cused the CIA' of being in-, 
volvcd in the mysterious-ship 
movements and the alleged 
arms drop near Punt a Salsi- 
puedes. 

, LA HORA, a San Jose 
morning tabloid of limited 
’circulation, reported Jan. 30 
in a front-page story that Fi- 
gucres also has asked the 
United States to recall Pices- 
;cr, the conservative midwest- 
'cm businessman assigned 
’.here as ambassador in April 
H. 970. La Hora attributed its 
information to a member of 
Figuercs cabinet. 

Through it all, expressions 
of public regret, as if meant 
to deliberately needle the 
.American- Embassy, contin- 
ued to pour from Costa Rican 
"officials about the departure 
of Harrison, the U.S. ’ aid 
1 chief in Costa Rica. v 
V "Ploeser himself has taker* 
charge of the aid program as 
part of a worldwide reorgani- 
sation of U.S, foreign assis- 
tance. 

An amiable man who cele- 
brated his (Mth birthday Jan. 

. 7, the day Stewart arrived in 
town, P looser insists that 
both. Harris on’s departure 
arid V/iiliamson’s pending de- 
parture are “routine trans- 
fers” and that he stands by 
the Costa Rican- foreign min- 
ister's statements in both, 
^ 


On the face of it, sending 
Ploeser to represent the Unit- 
ed States before a govern- 
ment headed by Figuercs 
would seem like trying to 
mix oil with water. 

• Orphaned at seven and a 
(classic example of the self- 
made man, Ploeser (pro- 
nounced Piay-zer) classifies 
himself as a political “mid- - 
dle-roader.” His background 
indicates a more conserva- 
tive philosophy. 

As . early as 11)40, he was 
calling for the removal of 
“punitive taxes on business”' 
and correction of a hostile 
government nUii.udo toward 
business, in UM4, during 
bid for rec.ec; ion to Con- 
gress, he charged that con tin-" 
nation of Roosevelt’s New 
Deal would mean an Ameri- 
can monarchy. Roosevelt’s, 
post-war plans, Ploeser 
claimed, called for setting up 
of “what amounts to a fas- 
cist state, with the govern- 
ment conscripting enterprise, 

■ capital and labor as well.” 

'■ IN UHC, he was a prime 
election target of organized 
labor but still managed to 
win a third term as a con-, 
gressman from Missouri. He 
-later was defeated, in 1943, 
while seeking a fourth term. 

‘ In 1957, Ploeser was .ap- 
pointed by the Eisenhower 
-Administration as ambassa- 
dor To Paraguay, where he 
was awarded the Grand 
Cross of Paraguay by the 
government of Gen. Alfredo 
? Strocssncr, last of Latin 
. America’s old-style caudillos. 
Ploeser resigned the post in 


mnaiiui, ci..,,.uii.Le<:,nun .rom 
Missouri from 19$ 4 to 1930. 
In 1864 there was pressure 
on him to run for governor of 
Missouri, but he declined. 


AFTER his 'appointment as 
ambassador to Costa Rjca 
was announced; he was 
asked what bo thought live 
Nixon Administration policy 
toward Latin America should' 
be. He said:' j 

“We should go in available' ■ 
to help a country, not go in 
like a school-teacher and’ ■. 
say, ‘Here are all the an-: ‘ 
swers.’ ” . 

He also had a- comment on 
career diplomats, saying ho 
thought that Nixon and other 
presidents were right hi ap- 
pointing ambassadors from 
sources other than the For- 
eign Service, He said he felt 
that Foreign Service officials 
could lack decisiveness. 

“This stems from the sys- 
tem of grading within the 
Foreign Service. Knowing ' 
that promotions depend on a 
written evaluation of work, 
professional diplomats hesi-' 
t a t e to take courageous • 
stands,” he was quoted as- 
saying. “This lack of courage 
in the pinch grows out of a 
lifetime of trying not to 
make a mistake.” 

WHILE Plocser’s philoso- 
phy is oriented more to that 
of the pragmatic and suc- 
cessful midwestern business- 
man which he is, Figuercs’ 
philosophy leans in the direc- • 
lion of the eastern intellectu- 
al establishment. 

He led, in 1948, an auli- 
. Communist revolution in 
Costa Rica, then became pro- . 
visional president. He was 
elected to a five-year term as 
constitutional president in 
1953. 

Figuercs, who considers 
himself a Social Democrat of 
the European variety, has t al- 
ways been closely 'identified 
with U.S. intellectuals of Ilia 
Schlesingcr - Stovcnson-Kcn- 
r.cdy philosophy, and at one 
time was accorded an hono- 
rary membership. i.n the 
Americans for Democratic 
Action. His wife, the former 
Karen Olsen, is a Now York- 
born sociologist. 

Figuercs, (14, was inaugu- 
rated May S, 1970, for his 
current four-year term. 

Ploeser arrived to take up 
his duties April 18,. a.bout 
three weeks before the inau- 
guration. ‘ • . v ■ 
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Plocser 


St, Louis insu r?, n cc • ox e cu t i ve long active 
Republican politics, Nixon Administration 
political appointee-, as U.S. ambassador to 
Costa Rica in early 1970. Post had been va- 
cant for several months and was one of last 
Latin American ambassadorial jobs filled by 
Nixon Administration after taking office. 

J Plocser, C4, served as U.S. ambassador to 
Paraguay from 1957 to 1959 as Ki.scnho.wcr 
Administration political appointee. Awarded 
Grand Cross of Paraguay by government of 
Paraguayan strongman Alfredo Stroessncr. 
Resigned as ambassador in 1959. 

t Entered politics in 1930 with election to. 
Missouri State House oi Representatives. 
Served four terms in U.S. Congress as repre- 
sentative from Missouri 1941-1949. Defeat- 


ed in bid for fifth term in' ID-18 elections. 
Pressure on him to run as GOP candidate for 
governor of Missouri in 19(51 but declined. 

, Republican , national committeeman from 
1964 to 1966. 

* Classifies himself as political “middle- 
reader” but background reflects more con- 
servative orientation, prime target of orga- 
nised labor in .1946 election to Congress. 

■ Staunch opponent of RoosewdL New Deal. 
Active in immediate post-war years in anti- 
communist activities as national chairman 

. of Demblay Committee on .American activi- 
ties. 

^ Took up post as ambassador to Costa 
Rica in April 1970, shortly before Jose 
• (P.cpe) Figueroa was inaugurated as Costa 

■ Rican president. 


S@s® ^P©rp<^ .JFmmisr<Bs 


Constitutionally elected president of 
Costa Rica who took office for ‘third time 
May S, 1970. Had served, an elected term 
jiom 1953-58 and also a year as provisional 
president in 19-18-49 after leading successful 
ant i-Communist revolution, in his Central 
American country. 

Hrst ninc months of current administra- 
tion marked by opening of commercial and • 
diplomatic relations with Communist bloc 
nations of Eastern Europe, making Costa 
.Rica first Central American nation to do so. 
Hus caused concern in some military-domi- 
nated governments of the region ancl in con- 
servative circles within Costa Rica. 

Rigueres, 64, is internationally known 


liberal democrat with philosophical ties to 
the Social Democrats of Europe. Also well 
acquainted in U.S. inlcJIcciual circles, pm*- 
ticularly among Kcimcdyiles and has lec- 
tured at Harvard and other American unl- 
versilies. Charier member, along with Puer- 
to Rico's Luis Munoz Marin and Venezuela’s. 
Romulo Betancourt, of Latin. America’s so- 
called “democratic left.” 

Has written several books, articles and 
pamphlets on political philosophy and also 
on the aspirations of Costa Rica’s National- 
Liberation Party (PEN), which he founded 
after 1948 revolution. Married to former 
Karen Olsen, a New York born sociologist. 
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■ Williamson 
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First Secretary of American Embassy in 
San Jose, Costa Rica. Recall has been asked 
by Costa Rican government for allegedly in- 
volving himself in country’s internal 5 affairs. 
Listed as embassy political officer but com- 
monly regarded in Costa Rica as CIA chief 

1971 at * 011, ^ UG t0 ' GaVC counl;r F °y Feb. 22,. 

Lacxgiound sketchy but Foreign 5>m’v : c r ‘ 

. Registry lists place of birth as NcwVork 
City on March 13, 1915. Served in U.S. Army 
from 1941 to 194$. Member of the executive 
staff of the governor of the Panama Canal 
Zone from 1948 to 1952. 


mror/r/o 

V w V 'll '/ !l n^nryrr^ -r- 

(/ i i J t . b-.y 

Apparently joined Foreign Service in 
1952 and was assigned to Havana as politi- 
cal officer, remaing there for most of imme- 
diate pre : Caslro period. Married to Cuban. 
Appointed as political officer to American 
.: Embassy in Spain in I960. Returned to 
Washington in 1966. Assigned to Costa Rica 
. in 19GS. . - 

Registry says Williamson has had “pri- 
vate experience” .but gives no indication, 
where or when. ’Also identifies him as once 
an assistant manager of an eiec.ric company 
■ but gives no further details. 
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'“EDITORIALS 




COSTA RICA is the jewel of Central 

• America. Indeed, there may be no more 
attractive country in all of Latin Ameri- 
ca. 

It has strong democratic traditions, a 
; highly developed educational system, no 
' army, flexible class lines, relatively high , 

: economic levels and enlightened leaders. 

As-an operating democracy, it has 
. few peers. In the last five presidential 
elections, for example, the party in 
power was defeated each time. 

• Costa Rica’s president, Jose Fi- 
gueres, has earned himself a distin- 
guished place in his nation’s • — and 
Latin America’s — history. . ,. 

He was a leader of- the 1948’ revolu- 
tion that resulted in the country’s pres- 
ent constitutional system. As one of the 
‘founders of the “democratic left" ap- 
proach to Latin America’s problems, . 
along with Romulo Bentancourt of Ven- ' 
ezuela and Luis Munoz Marin of Puerto 
Rico, he was in effect one of the archi- ’ 
t'ects of President Kennedy’s Alliance 
for Progress. . ! 

• * President Figueres and Costa Rica. 1 

have been outstanding friends of the' 
United States. Their contributions to de-; 
mocracyin this hemisphere have be«j 
come legend. • : o. . ■ J ' 

Just last October, when the U.S.; 
State Department published its routine 
Background Notes on Costa Rica, it, 
commented: ’ ; j 

“Relations between the United 
States and Costa Rica have been partic- ■ 
ularly warm and cordial, owing In large : 
part to a sincere mutual respect for 
shared democratic traditions.” : 


Yet. despite all this, the United 
States Embassy in Costa Rica has be- 
come linked to a disgraceful effort to 
discredit President Figueres and perhaps , 
overthrow him. * ... ' j 

The Herald's Latin America editor,' 
Don Bohning, has disclosed that reput-' 
'ed QfA station chief Earl “Ted” William-, 
son was so involved and that Ambassa- 
dor Walter C. Ploeser was- apparently '; 

aware of Mr. Williamson’s activities.- • • 

- ' i 

Mr. Williamson already has been re- • 
called at the request of Costa Rica. ; 

We suggest that President Nixon 
bring home the ambassador. , 

These actions constitute meddling of’ 
the worst sort. We can’ find no excuse 
for them. Mr. Ploeser appears to have ' 
been a poor choice for the job in the 
first place. • j 

The United States owes it. to Costa, 
Rica, and to itself, to send an ambassa- 
dor to Costa Rica who has greater sensh 
tivity and appreciation for constitutional 
democracy. 5 1 

t i 

What the CIA does is another mat- - 
ter. That secret organization has often, 
complained of public malignment and.; 1 
misunderstanding. It repeatedly has de-’ 
nied charges that it makes its own for- 
eign policy when it goes into the field. 
The current case in Costa Rica raises a 

question about those denials. ! 

■ • ! \ 

The whole affair- deserves an investi- 
gation by Congress, and we recommend 
it to Rep. Dante Fascell’s House sub-, 
committee on Inter-American Affairs.,., j 
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